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Theodome B, Kulonposkd, Governor

August 15, 2008

Matt C. Markee

Capitol Club President

5605 Inland Shores Way, N., #202
Salem, Oregon 97303

Dear President Markee:

At its August 15, 2008 meeting, the Oregon Govermment Ethics Commission
(Commission) adopted the following advisory opinion:

OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION ADVISORY OPINION NO. 08A-
1003

STATED FACTS: During the 2007 session of the Oregon Legislalive Assembly made
some changes to the Oregon Government Ethics law provided in Chapter 244 of the
Oregon Revised Stalules. The changes have prompted many questions as to how the
Commission will interpret and apply the statues to a variety of circumstances. The
Commission received a letter that was submitted on behalf of the Capitol Club with a
wide range of questions some of which related to the definition and application of
"legislative or administrative interest.” The primary importance of understanding the
term is because it is determinative in whether a person may offer a public official a gift
or whether a public official may accept a gift and, if allowed, what restrictions may apply.

Legislative or administrative interest is defined in ORS 244.020(8) as follows:

“Legislative or administrative interest” means an economic interest, distinct from
that of the general public, in one or more bills, resolutions, regulations, proposals
or other matters subject to the action or vote of a person acting in the capacity of
a public official.

The definition places the emphasis of a legislative or administrative interest on the
“serson acting in the capacily of a public official” but when legislative or administrative
interest is used in ORS Chapter 244, other than the definition section [ORS 244.020],
the emphasis of the legislative or administrative interest is on the “"governmental agency
in which the public official holds™ any official position.






